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 THE LITHUANIAN COASTAL REGICH

I. Introduction

This stwdy is an analysis of selected geographic aspects of the
Lithuanian coastal region. The region extends from the Balt:lc Sea and
the Kmrla.nd Lagoon on the west. to the meridian of 21 30'E on tlne east,
and between east-west lines dra.wn inlend from the coastal pointa where
Lithuenia borders Latvia on the north and Kaliningradskaya Cblast’

{ former East.Prus'si_a) on the south. The Kurland Spit, which parallels
the southern balf of the ccastline, 1s not included since 1t will be
treated in detail in the éecond study of this series.

II. Terrain and Végeiétion

The dominant characteristic of the I_.itﬁuanian coastal terrain
is i1ts levelness. Lovlapds and plains with a slight dowmward slope
towvard the south and west are the chief features of the landscape.
Most of the region lies below 150 feet iﬁ elevation. Only along the
eastern edge of the nortbern balf and on the sandy peninsm.'a that.
parallels the southern part of the coast are elevations in excess of
150 feet.,

On the basis of landforms the region can be divided into three
parallel belts, vhich are oriented in a gemerally north-eqntn; 'd:lrcc-
ticn. The first is the narrow sandy strip along the shore; vhich
south of Klaypeda (Memel) contimues as the Kurland Spit. Behind
this sandy belt is a wet lowland. In the north the lowland is narrow,

but the width increases progressively to the south and, at the
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southern border of‘_mﬁbmania, extends across the emtire width of the
coastal region. For the most part the lowl:nd is an intemmixture of
svamps and meadows. From Klaypeda southwari » however, the western
part of the lowland borders the Kurland Lagoon (Kurisches Baff, Zaliv
Kurish Gaf), an imlet of the Baltic Sea. Low, rollimg terrain im the
east makes up the third be‘i_ﬁ. The width of Wiis rolling lesd is
greatest in the north and tapex;s out z;aléidly to the south. In the
south the rolling land lies campletely to the east of the Lithuenien
coastal regiom. |

A. Thz Coastal Bels

The first beit is characterized by 8 smooth, almost shraight,
coastline and by narrov, generally sandy decches backed by en a.lmoét
contimious dvme ridge. Mozt of the dupes a}f@ea.r_to_‘be stabilized ‘_by
8 thin cover of grass amd low bushes. Forest is limited to patches,
predeminantly of birches and pines, om the inlend margin of the dupes.
In the northermmost sectiom, froam the Latvicn-Lithuanien border south-
vard for about 5 miles, the belf averages 3CO %o 600 feet in width.
Near the village of Shventoyi (Shvemtoji), bowever, the width imcreases
locally ¢o about 1,000 feet. Alomg this poriion of the coast & lime E

of duaes rises abiuptly from the merrow bescies 4o heights of 25 to

50 fee¥. Hear Uzhksmavs (Uschks

A

nemam) the falend margin of the dunes
is foresfed.

Betveen Uzhkanavs and Pelargs (Polaagen) the coastal strip is
somewhat wider, ranglng fyea 1,000 feet o ¢3 mwuch as coe-balf mile

in width. The ceastal sloges of the dunes s ~ong this section of the
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coast decreage in steepne.s from Uzhkenmevs southward to Palanga, but
the beigats of the dunes rre about the same es those north of Uzhkenavs.
Kear Palanga the beach breadens considerably amd provides the site for
a bathing beach that wes vexry popular before World Wer IX.

An wnimproved read, vhich gara.llels the entire coasbtbline from
the Lotvian border to Palsnga, rums for the most part along the land-
vard side of the dume strip. Along the entire length of this road ,
there 1s an almost contirious string of houses, spaced at intervals
of 100 %o 200 yexds or lens. The only extensive break im this line
of houses is just north o Uzhkanavs, vhere there is a complete absence
of Bowess in the balf-mile stretch north of the swall stream thab cuts
acrossg tie dunes ©o %ﬁe 8ea.,

Scuth of Paianga the sandy belt narrows, the average width for
the 5-mile coastal streteh south of Pelangs being only 150 to 300 feet.
In this area the dunes are lower than farther morth, with a ridge about
15 feet high backing the copdy ceastal strip. On this ridge, directly
south of Palaﬁga and Wimerzat, are forest patches (Figure 1) measuring
over 1.0 and 0.5 miles in length, respectively.

Betueen Karkel'bek and Klaypeda the sendy beach marrows stiil
further; the maximmm width here is only 150 feet (Figure 2). At many
points, hovever, the beack is aimost campletely absent and a ridge
ranging from 15 to 60 feet in height comes practically to the shox;elineo
Before World War IX, a contimous stand of forest extended along this
portion of the coast. In the 2-1/2 mile stretch south of Karkel'bek
the forest strip was narrcy, generally less than one-half mile wide,

_3..
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Pigure 2. BSandy beach on the Baeltic Coast north of Klaypeda.
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-and bogan at the seeward «dge of the ridge. Farther south, near
Klaypeda , there is a line of houwses along the cozstal edge of the
ridge, and the forest strlp begins about opme-third of & mile imland.
The forest is scmewhbet wider in this stretch, gemerally Beasuring
over & mile in width (Figure 3).

Wear Xn.amaeda the serdy belt is imterrupted for e short distance
by the inlet to the Kurlexd Legoon but continves again in the form
of a parrow penimsule, the Kurland Spit, which separates the southern
part of the coastal regicm from the open sea. This peninsuls pro-
Jects northeast and then porth for sbout 52 miles from the ma.iﬁlamd ,
of Kaliningradskaya Cblast’. Gradually the peninsula a.ppmaéhes
the cosst and at its morthrmmost emd, opposite Klaypeds, is only
500 yaxrds from the mainlewd. The peninsule, vaich has an average
width of ebout 1-1/2 miles, consists of & chainm of marrov, white
dunes tiat atteis sw eleve ion of sboud 200 fee;t near the Lithuanien
SSR-Keliningradskeys (blast’ boundary line. For the greater part
the dunes sre covered with ¢rees, but there are extensive sﬁ:rips of
bare bigh dunes south of Hide (Hidden) and Yuodkramte (Schwarzort).
Host of the dunes bave & gontle western slope amd a steep slope on
the eastern side facing > lagoon.®

Fovement on foot over much of the sandy western belt is hampered

scxevioat by loose sand and the steep slopes of some of the dupes.

® Tads peninsula will be ireated im greater detail im the second

study of this series.
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Pigure 3. The scuthern edge of the forvest patch northvest of
Klaypeda , +ith inlet to Klaypeda Horbor in the
background .

Pigure b. View near Kloypeda, probably in the Dange Valley.
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The belt, hovever, is very marcow and could be crossed im & few mimutes.
Comsequently, it is not much of am cbstacle. The scent vegetation of
iche gandy ‘bél% makes concealwment difficwit, but there ayxe Eeny swall
depressions between the dunes thad provide concealwment from cbserva-

tion from lepd.

B. %he Lovlamd Balt
| @T@e second belt is & wed lovlend which extends wainterrupted~

ly behind the sendy coastel belt from the ratvian border south to the
bovpdary of Kaliningradsksys (blest’. Tie Gerrvein ramges frem level
to gemtle rollizg ((Figmre by. A%t & few po'nts elevetions reach 100
feet, but %&r@mgzapmt most of the belt even tm higher lagd is only 60
to T5 feet im elevation. A large proportica of the belt is a camplex
mixture of alternating meadow and svemp, a’l of wiich is passable on
foot. e svemp vege’&a‘@im ccmsists chiefly of bigh tussock grasses,
reeds, and caf@%ail@ » With mll clusters of birck snd pinme onm the
sligatly higher moveds.

The northermaost portion of this lowlend is marrcy » averaging only
about three-fourths of & mile as for couth ac Ushkapave. Hillocks
interrupt this lowland surface im & fev places morth of Shvenmtoyi.
Between Shventoyl and Uzhkanevs a netirork ef drainage ditches forms a
rectangular patiern throughout the lowlawd, apd there the brush on the
better dmi@ad exces is somewbat demser thoa in the svamps.

Opposite Uzbkenave the loviand breadens oub, covering an axea from
6 to 10 miles in width. Yhds portica of tho lovlapd, vhich continves
mim%emz@%edly to the sovihern border of €12 coastal region, has the

appeamca of & crazy quilt, vith priches o7 svamp, meadow 9 cul%iwﬁ@&

-7.:.
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land, apd forest miwed torether. The lower areas axe genexally swempy.
The largest swamp is loceted 2 miles east of Uzhkanavs. It ocgupies
& noxth-south depression Letveen higher forested terrain. Two spurs
of this swvamp extend sgutﬁmmm towverd Palangs and Rysuleykyey. Am
extensive strip of swemp clso borders the Teazks River. Eﬁaadw e~
cupies a fairly large proportion of tm area, including iz drier
por%iéns of the swamﬁso £23ll patches of forest ere alsc scaﬁ%emd
thr@m@a@ut the area, generally om the m@m land. Cultivation is -
generally restricted ¢o sz2ll fields neer the settlements.

About e mile south of the Palanga-Kretinga road the character
of the landscape changes roticeably. The ares is crisscrossed By a
dense natwork of drainage ditches, the morthern bomder of which coin-
cidés vith the former boundaxy between Lithusniae end the Memel (RLay-
pade) axea of Germem settlamend. MNMuch of the excessively wet land
was reclaimed by imtemsive drainmage efforte im the past .am o Taigh
proportion of tae sxea is vmder ;:ultivatiofno The proportion of svemp
and meadovland is markedly lower than %o the. n@f@lm; and the é.ensity
of settlement ard roads is considerebhly m@er»

The landscape from Kloypeda southward is much .iike tiat between
Klaypeds and the porthern bHoundary of the former Memsl t.ezcri‘tory;
An extensive arce of coastnl swemp, hovever, begims ebout 8 miles
south of Klaypeds and comtimues to the southern b@mdary of
Litwsnia vith cnly ope brosk in its contimuity. To the southuard
the swvenpy arce widem untll 1% covers the emtire width of the coastal

region at the ocouthern boxier. A flad ridge of sandy-lesm, whose
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highest elevation is only 35 feet , cuts across the svemp inm o south-
western direction fream the village of Lamluyypen. Because of the
drier terrain, the population density on the ridge is markedly higher v
than in the surrounding areas. The ridge projects imto the Kurland .
Legoon interrupting the otherwise smooth cerst line by forming the
Vindenburg Peninsula. The morthern edge of ¢the penimswla hag a steep
slope facing the sea, but the southern edge is flat apd in Places
SWemEpY .

In the aree scuth of Kleypeda much of (his coastal svamp has
been reclaimed by a crisscross network ol drainage ditches » and patches
of weadow are scattered. thmu@houtﬁaze SWHpes, as vell as several
large peat bogs.

HMovement in the second belt is bamperud , espacially im spring,
by the scattered swamps thal cccupy a large proportion of the lapd.
Accoxding to ¢the best large-scale maps, howerer, even the larger
svamps are passable on foot at all seasons.

C. Tho Easterp Belt

The third and easterzmost of the cosstal belts is cheracterized
by a drier, more rolling landscape. It is ‘Em».d@s% in the north, where
1% approaches within a mile of the eeé.st.. As 1% extends southward ¢he
belt swings ecastwaxd rapidly watil 1% leaves the regich at & point a
fev miles scuth of the latitude of Klaypeda. El.evé‘i;ims axre higher than
in the first tvo belts. Most of the aree iz between 125 cng 250 feect
sbove sea level. Elevatioms im excess of 257 feet exe found et ocaly a

fev points along the easternm boundaxy of the i‘égione This belt containe

- 9 -
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more forest land them elirer of the other belts. MNost of the higher,
drier arcas are in forest. The mmell svaups and meadows are located
chiefly along the course: of the stresms.

Host of the forest comsists of mixed conifercus amd declduocus
species, with a predeminsace of conifers. Spruce and Scotch pine are
most abundent. The charscteristic deciducus trees include the osak,
linden, white birch, hornbeam, and in seme places the ash apd alder,

| The undergrowih of shrube associated with the mived cond ferouvs -
deciduous forest is disccatinuous end is almost lacking vbere mature
forest trees (especially @;@mcé) form an unbroken cover. Si&:mbs grow
thickly and sbundantly et the marginsg of most of the forest areas.
Chamctemstic flore of %z shrub layer are bawihorn » Gogwood, spindle-~
tree, aloe, guelder-rose, and mountain ’a.sh, in addition to seedlings
of the domivant tree species,

Hovement om foot is relatively easy in this third cosstal belé.
Slopes rarely exceed 5 parcent. The most notable cbhstacle %o movement
is f@um along the Miniys River upstream from CGargzhday , vhere the
velley wall has a steep slops, with heights renging up to 150 feet.
The mumercus tracts of forest and the rolling terrain offer better
opportunities for comcealuent thom are found ip the two western belts.
Movement through the wood:d sections is not seriously restricted by
téhe vegetation except at “reaks in the continuous canopy of mature
trees, witere the demse growth of shrubs is difficult to penetrate,
and at the margins of the forest s vhich are characterized by thickets
of swall trees and shrubs. MNovement is facilitated in most forested
sections by swathes cut tarough the forestis.

- 10 -
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L85, Byérogrepiy
A great rumber of rivers, streans, drainige ai%ches, and canals

crisscross the Lithvanisn coastal regiom. W.ith few exceptions the rivers _
are wall axd flov throvgh wveekly defiped Waialey@o‘ They drain the region
ivedequately end much of the swrrounding eow Sryside is im meadoy ox
_— .

A. The Wewan River

The most important river im the axe: is the Femap (Mem=1,

Hemvwns , Buss) , wvhich flove im o geperally northvestvard dircetion and
empbies Jumte the Kurland Lag@@@ neer the scut era Pargin of Ghe region.
To the vicinity of Rus he Ieram River Aivid 25 imbo three maim bropches.
The noxtherm bremch combinves from thig point as the Atwate River, the
central as €he Pokalloz, sud the southorn as “he Skirvit. These branches
axe further ramified apd imtercomected s im part by cemals. e wide
delia forired by thece bramches is flosded in pring, paking wovez ne on
foot diffieult.

Ei)’p@{«;r@a@ from Ros, vithin the coastel = Ziom, the Weman River has
@ normel widda of 650-1,000 feet. A% high we' er level it is frem 2 to
@z;ziles wide. The depth of the movimeble choi 2ol ad average lov water
16 b to 5 feet and the grestest depths, et th Tiver bends, are 23 to
33 feet. The river bed is sandy for the mest Emzﬁa P bmﬁ 8cEs cmall sec-
tors ere rocky. The banks, however, are aamﬂ; o clayey, or swammpy.
A% lov water the velecity of the wiver ig 1.3 to 1.6 feet per second,
et medivn water lovel 2.0 %o 2 -3 feet por soccnd, and et high water

level 3.3 to b.3 feet per secomd. A swall isl.2md, overgrown vith reeds,

=11 -
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is locztad im the vicimit : of Regoeningken. Just upstresm from ‘@B}i‘s
islapd iz €22 woukh of th. Leite River 2 & rigat benk tributary of

ths Heman, which flows in a gemeral *t;feéi?;‘mrd direction. It hee & width
of 65 to 103 feet and a d.pth of 1.5 %o 10 feeb. The river bed 15, for
s wost part, sapdy.

Svrrownding the Noza are lovlends crossed by dead chamosls,
slireans, epd draipage dit ies. e aren is covered with r2edows apd
small wooded arses. The ‘arge extent of bogsy land is interspersed
vith sveups that ere pase:vle, Except for mysarcus elevated dvmes ,
zuela of the lend alowg W river is flooded at high water. OCuservation
iz hapdicepped but conceslivspht is aided by ‘2 grovth of willew emd aldewr.

The Amate 18 6b5 %o 1,000 feet vwide and from 5.3 %0 6.6 foos
deecp. %The bed is sandy ars the riverbenks are for the most part sandy,
elthovza in sewe sections e viver ls bordered by svarps. Wi Il gheat
veloeity of ¢z wiver is chowd 3.3 foeb per secomd., A rigat benk bramch
of the Atmate is the Augsi wolss-Flus., It flows into Czewe Krakorowbtar-
Lapd, a 1,750-acre laks % .3 4s overgrown with veeds snd bes elmosd
ionceecoible ciores. [omy camels ond draimage ditchss braech off from
Cals leke. The Shis-Flus; enother wigh® begk tribwiary of the Ateave,
;28 o depth up %o 6.5 feoi end ic ravigeble as fer es Koaydekrug.
tne area swrrcvoding the Alzate Rivar cmd its broochzc is lowland com-
talving svamns end meadown Buring Eﬁigh_ tlde th2 ziver bonks exc floeded.

Coservaticn fron the river is o9scursd by willows cwd wedorbrush along

-

o eris.

;
5
t

Approved For Releasé%°€1A-RDP79-01009A000200040002-4




Approved For Release : CIA-RDP79-01009A000200040002-4

Ynaey Pokallmpa , the c@@ﬁbf&l oramch, has o length of 5 ndles, & widih
of 130 to 160 feet, and a depth renglng frca 2 to T feet. T river
bed is solid, the bapks mostly low, and the current is neglig;blee

The Skirvit, the southern branch, is 360 to k25 feet wide &b
averege vater level amd at high water ‘is ag much as 1.5 miles in width.
The depth is about 6.5 feet. The river chesmel is sandy. Thue ba.mkxs
are low amd irregular emd, im scme sections, are protected by axd
shore reimforcements. Banks axe clayey, sendy, or in places svampy.
Velocity ranges from 1 foob per secomd to 3.3 feet per @eé@@do

The ares surroundimg the Pokallna end Skirvit rivers is mostly
in m&dwg vith scaettered areas of swemp. The grester pert of the
ares is flooded during high water. The lapi along the vpper apd middle
course of e Skirvit is traversable except durimg floods, but the
svempy epd beavily reeded floocd area of the lower river c@mmé is im-
accessible, even at low wager.

B. The Miniye River

The Maodye (Min'ys, Minge) River Clovs soutbward across

practicelly the embire coastal region ard epties imto @}q}e Kurlsad
Lagoon in the southzrp part éf e coastal segion. Toe mejor tribu-
taries drain the lamd to ¢the east of the Mindya. South of Lenkuppen
the Iliniya conpects with the Kleypeda sres of the Kurlasd Legoon vie
the Kénig-Wilkelm Cepel. In width the river ramges from 65 %o 230
feet apd in depth from 1 foot ¢o 21 feet. Yle river bed of the wpper
course is stomy exd that of the lover coursc sapdy. Heer the mouth
the banks are almost level apd axc either scwdy op SWeLIpY . B

- 13 -

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP79-01009A000200040002-4




Approved For Release : CIA-RDP79-01009A000200040002-4
SECREFR

veloedly of ¢he viver vaies from 1.5 o 6. 5 feet per second.

C. The Dange River

In the vicinity of Beyoray, the Penzhe and Akwops rivers_
merge %o form the Desge, Floving sovthward, the Dange mmies into
e northerm neck of the Kurland Lagoon at Klaypeds. Tae rivcar s
33 %o 50 feet vide and &f: high vater level mey reach widils of 65@
feet. I&s depth ranges from 1.5 o 15 feet s and i%e velocity 18
-about 3 feet per second. e imzedistely adjecent aves is fesrly .
dry. ke river velley ic ralther RATTOW, and in sows sirebtelcs is
- bordexed by steep enbankiznts.

D. The Konig-Wilhela Capal

The 15-mile KSrig-Wilkelm Cansl (Raralyaus Vel'kbel'mo
Kenalis) perellels the ezitern side of Kurland Lagoon, extending from
Gaven' Kaol'ts Khefen im iz mordh to the Miniya River in t&i\ﬁ soudla.
Its width is 93.h feet, an 24 1%s depth at average water level is 7.5
feeb. A pevigation lock is located at Lankuppen. £ branch camal
in the vicinity of Drever:ia mmite the passage of Pisbing boats Prom
e Kurlend Lagoon into €12 camal system. The width of the main cagal
is 65 %0'200 feet, and 1% depth iz 1.5 ¢o 10.0 fest. Bﬁss‘@ of the
adjacent arce is demp apf conteivs bogs and peat meadows. Thz northern
rare, however, is sepdy s:d forested.

B. Coagtal Cheracte-istics

Tz offshore deith of the ceast north of Klaypeda &Wrages
ebout 6 feed. Tue surf i roderate to heavy, and there is a gopexal

soutoern drift. The dept’: im the imlet %o Kleypada barbvor norsally

- 1h -
Approved For Releaseg:GlA-RDP79-01009A000200040002-4




Approved For Release : CIA-RDP79-01009A000200040002-4
SECRED

averages 27 f@et} but the barbor is sudject to beavy silting. At
3 Klaypeda ice usunlly begius to form about 16 December end dizappears
by 19 Merch.
The northern part of the Kurland Lagoon ayerages from 3 to 6—fEet
in depth. Scuth of Rim@@mg depths are generally im excess of 12 feet.
Pre= ab@@ﬁ 6 miles south of Klaypade t&e entixe castern chore is
Tringed vith huge rushes and reeds.

&V, Population and Settl.ment

Except for the area hurr@mndimg Klaypsda, wiere the population
averages over 125 psrsons per square mile, the population densivy
for thz coastsl régi@@ is appr@ximately €0 persons per square mile.
 Bettlement is unevenly diciributed. On the coastal strip north of
Palange settlement ié ligﬁ@; con@istiag of individual farmbouses and
a fev gmall villages. Fo: epproximately 5 miles imlewd from this
céastal stretch, the land is svacpy and set%iemem@ isg light. Parther
east, fafmm@u@egland villezes egain become mOre DUESYOUS. Irom a few
| miles south of Palanga to about 8 miles south of ilaypeds, settlement
is denger and im&ividmal ‘arm houses and small settlemente arc umiformly
‘distributed froa the cozs® imland. South of this area settlement
agein becomes light, with o few areas of demser concentretion on the
Vindeaburg Peninsula and ia the vicinities of the small towns of
Khaydekrug end Rug. |
Settlement in the repion is predcainantly rural and i characterized

by a preponderamce of individual farmhouses rather than villages. Small

- 15 -
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villagef are less numsrous than is common im the Furopzan USSR. Fhe
effec@?Zollectiviza%ﬁ.@m o village gr@r@ er on grouping %égether of
the individval farchouses is mot kaown. he villages are usuvelly
elongated, with scaﬁ;@emﬂ bovses aleng both :;id@m of rural reads.
They range in size from b to 50 households, nstizated ot %.38 persoms
each. Fie iarger villeges gemerally bave irregular patterns, with
several crossreoads and side roads.

Large villageo {sczetimes referved %o o3 small tovms) in the

region ares

Butinge 56903 ' H-21°07 Tokubove.s 55%49 °[1-21C21 ' B
Shventoyi 56C01.°51-21C05'F Gergald-y  55083'77-210L5°E
Lazdininkad  56900'1-21%12°F Rug 55918 °51<21%b ' E
Daxbenay 56901 '[7-21°16°E Koeydek:ug (Beydekrug

Palanga 55955 ' {1-21%k ' B or Shilute) 55921°H-21920°F
Kretinge 55953 '{-21°15°E Shibben 55021 51-21930°E

Scmz of the larger villages mc@ ag Dartensy heve populations
of over 1,0003 Palanga bas 3,000, and Kretinrm has 5,500 pecple.
Tie mpulati@m .of most of the large xﬁllag@’s b2 inercased simee
World Waxr I1; some of them have doubled im s'se.

Home of ae villeges or cemters hag eny groet ecomemic signi-
ﬁc&@cea Shventeyi is a fishing pord, viich has expepded gomeviiat
in ¢the postvar peﬂ@él., Palanga, siﬁmﬁz@é in the dumes, 18 & ousmer
health resort; it elso hes seversl ecber grisnding plaﬁ%se Kretings
has a puEber of sa.millé ard & fey textile ard machine plemba.

Klayp2da, vith en estineted population of 50,080 ¢o 100,000,
is the omly large urben center withim the cozstal regiom. Tas
harbor (Plgure 5) hao elveys been é@d still ﬁ:} the c@ncﬁic center of
the town, cven though the mumber of industrics leas 4ncreased. %ie

= 16 -
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Figure 5. Aerial view of Klaypeda Earbor.

Figure 6. Deng: River lumber-mill area in Klaype

- 17 -
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numerous imdustrial plants are located on the outskirts of this widely

~ spread tovm. Whe main imdustries include a ghipyard, a chemical plant
pr@ducimg fertilizer, texsile factories, a slaughterhouse, a plyvood
plent, lumber mills (Pigure 6), grein mills, and a cellulose plant
that employs more ‘bhan 1,000 vorkers im three shifts.

V. Ethaic Couposition of the Population

Lithvaniens couprise the predomirant ethnic group im the counstal
region. TiRey are of mediva stature and ﬁhickse’i;g vith long bodies.
They bheve wvery broad forehzads, wide set eyes, and short rnoses.
Usually they have blond or lig_ht brown hair and blue or grey eyes.
Individuels show admixtﬁr@ with @grma.na and Russians and scme vith
Yolga Fatars. The Lithuanisan langusge is sdmetim@s clesced a3 &
Baltic branchk of the Slavcaic group, to which 1% is ncarest akin.
Characters in the alphabet are the same as those uzed in Eaglish,
vith seme additional diacz-iticgl marks.

Although Lithuaniaps are the dcmiment element throughout the
region,, Russians, Ukrainicns, Germans, and other minorities are found,
eaﬁecially in the urban centers. In some caeses the ainority groups

| cutmmber the Lithvanians in 'émms. The domipemt ethmic group im

- Klaypeds is Russianm (sbout b5 percent). This growp, waich bas re-
placed the Germans in Klayseds, was practicelly nonexistent before World War IT.
@kmimim&s are the second iargest group, constituting 10 percent.
Anot&;;er 5 percent is made up of miscellanecus other m°rities from

thke Soviet Union.

- 18 =
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In the sprieg of 195 ., all Germens were exiled from Lithuania
except those ethnlc Germe s who vere born in Lithvenis or im the
Klaypeda region. These w re compelled by decree to stey in Lithuanie.
In Mhaydekrug 15 an esbim ted 23@60 to 3,000 people thet were affected
by the d@cr@e.‘am@ bad to . emain es mevly designated Lithuanians.

Lithuenisns are primcipally of the Roman Catholic Faith.

VI Pramngportation

A. Reilrocads
“he Lithwemicn comstal region heg an adeq,mté rail pet.

Its entire north-south exy:inse can be traversed by veil, and conmec-
tions with ¢he imterior o’ Lithuanie can be mdé frem both the northern .
and s@mtherﬁ parts of the zegion. %Fhe cosstal lines also tle inm with
the Letvien reilvey syste:: ¢o the north amd the m:ﬁ_l pet of the
Kalidingradskaye Cblast’ (o the gouth. In addition several shord
nerrov-geuvge livss extend zestverd fros Klaypeda. Rail treffic
focuses om the commerciel tort of Klaypeda., Kretings iz a pecondazy
m’@emi@mge polat.

- Yhere are three major reil limes withim the comstal region.
“wo of these limes start &b Klaypedn. One rups morthward through
Darbensy 4o Prekule in Latrias the other runs scuthvard thrcugh
Reeydekivg to Pasegyey (b ond the easdern limdite of the cezstal
region), where 1% commects with limes o the Keliningradskaye Cdlast®
and Wz interior of Lithue da. Foe daird mejor lizge xuns castvexd

froa Kretings to Kuzbay, 31 the interior of Lithuanis. Caly 12 ailes

of this lime lie withim &b . comstel reglion.
- 19 -
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All three major reilroands aze single-toack, Soviet bread-gauge
'(5 feet) lines. A% present they are well r-intaiped and exe in
excellent opereting comdition. ‘:}hé'fe are @tmné irdications that
the 'milmads, especilally yerd and bridge &LE’&B% are patrolled.

In places vhere the railreads pasc throvgh “orested areas » the forests
bave beéen cleared for as mchl a8 300 feet or. both sides of the right-
@f-way; Host of the importent railrcad men- -such ag engineers, fire-
B2R, station masters, awnd bmk@menn-am\m&am; Li@mﬂmg » for
the most part, axe employed in the less sencitive and more gubordinate
positions.’ _ ' A | -

According to the 1950 Soviet timetable, at least ome scheduled
Bessenger xuwnm per day, im cach dlirecﬁién » OE2rRtes over cach of the
major lines. The short Klaypeds-Kretinga stretch bas more freguent
service, with two traiams per day. Stops arc mmerocus and no fast
expreas trains operate om é,ny of the schedulcd rums.

All of the minor railroads are DArEFSW-gauge lines. A mall net
of meter-gavge (39.37 inches) reil lines serses the local meeds of
Klaypede. The longest of these limes rums 15 miles southesstuard
from Klaypeda %o Aysensy. Other lines teralinste ab Gargzbhday ,

9 miles east of Kleypede, and at Plikken, 7 iles northesst of
Klaypeda. Ho current information is e;vailaf@le on the cperation of
the Klaypads parrov-gavge nmet.

‘Ehe most recemtly comstructed reil lime of the coastal mgﬁ;&m
runs betveen Dexbensy end the fishing port o Shvembtoyi. Tz line
vas constructed during the German cccupation. As of 1950 the paves
vas 4 fect, 8 inches, but it w2y have beemn chonged sinec theom o

- 20 -
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conforam with the Lrgsd-gprge rain line thrc 'gn Derbeasy. Yhe Line hes
20 gtuerried poseenger ries.
B. Hoads
Tz roeds, though hetarogepecus I charecter, are on the
: viaole coordinated imte a felrly &ffective ¢ steom. Whe basic pattern
consiste of groups of roads radiating from . ach of the lerger
aettleronts § %‘J}ﬂemé clmgters are thon diled ¥ gether by ¢he iaﬁlﬁ?é@gﬂ.a
routes viich radiste frem Klaypsds. |
%he greetest demplity of reads avd the (aly concentratioan of hard
surfeced roads is Found fvm an oree boweded " Klaypeda, Prlenen,
Kretings, Gargebisy, and Khoydekrug. %he . ce imcludes a fairly lerme
pexs of the coastal regica. Ea@f’ﬁm and east oFf this arce cxd im fg-&z,@
swerpy zone west of the Klaypade-Iheydekrus rail line, the wrrer of
roeds declines rother sharply, and most of 22 roads are wRdrproved .
Fhe wain Toubs scrose ¥he novthern par’ of ks cosstel region
beglos at Klsypets, paraliels the reil line and goss threvgs Keebinen
end Darbeney. %ne Klaypade -Prelal ‘s -lliayde” vug rosd is the primcizal.
. route across the goush. %is read follows = wail iine. @ZLB vestern
extremity of the malm higwey commscting &b Zaldlc Cozgt with Eémg
rung eastrard f‘z@m Klaypeds é‘m*-ough Qargzhd 7. All of these mainm rouben
ere baxd surfeced. Fhey sre the only ell-v . ther rouwbes im the cosstal
region. o good rozds Follow ¢the ecast 1lim.
“he theee 'pﬁmipal roads axe egproxis tely 30 feel wi&e end are
constructed of crudhed rock over & layer of and. Over strebdies of
considerable length ome of the choulders bar been cozpaceed to fomm &

rarroy lane for use by horsedraxn vehdcles : n@ing he summer. Loo

(v
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m2ny baxd surfeced roads bebind Klaypeda are either of erushed stone
or coapacted gravel. % . latter is probably the more cemmaon. Fhese
roads ronge between 10 ard 20 feet in width. Throughout the remainder
of the coastel region, d.rt lanmes or roads having a surface of lcose,
unconsolidated gravel prudominete. They are genexally less than 12
feet wide, Praffic on . 28e voeds consists chiefly oif borsedravn
vehdecles.

During spring all rcad traffic is gericusly curtsiled by muddy
corditions, vhick set in during ¢he latter part of erch. Hormal
cugh routes. o

traffic flow is mainteined only on the major &
surfeced roads of the Kleypsda hinterlapd dry. repidly, end acwmal flow
of .{@mfﬁe is resumed aftor three op four weeks. The dirt lenes nay
remain practically unusakle foﬁ' many weeks. |

Ho information is available on bus service im the coastal region
excepb that Klaypeda bes 2 city bus line.
VIZ. Militery Installationsh

Accoxding to the avelleble data, the Lithuvanian cosstal region is
less militarized than eitier the Keliningredskaya (blast® to the scuth
or the coastal region of ‘atvia to the north. MNost of the knoun
instellaticns are concent. ated in the vicinity of Klaypeda. They ere
all surrcunded by tight sucuridty zones.

@ Locations of wmilitery ;lmsﬁalla‘m@na are based entirely on information
r@&&ily availsble to CIA. In most cases, only approximate locatioms cem
-be given.

- 22 =
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Zhe air fecilities ..omsist of four alrfields; one seaplane anchor-
age 3 end radar imstallations in the immediate vicinity of Klaypada.
The airfields are small, without bapd-surfaced unweys, apd of no great

-importance. With exception of the Khaydekrug field, all are used by

the Soviet Air Force as raserve fields, probably as fighter defense
.bas@s or for pilet train.ng. The Kheydekrug field is used for miscel-
laneous purposes, such ac courier apd ewbulssce service. Faz Kleypeda
seaplane a.nchbmgs_a is uscd by the emall seaplanes of the Soviet Haval
Alr Force, probably for jatrol BUrposes. |

%wo fields are loecaied in the northern part of the comstal regionm
neer the Baltic Sea. The Psl'yepsivey field is 4-1/2 miles portheast
of the small setblement of Pal’yepgirey. %Fhe other field is located
2 miles north of Palangs sud 1-1/b miles fram the Baltic cosss.

The Klaypeds airfield is located 1-1/2 miles southeast of the city,
near a sgpall lake. %The suwrrounding area is T@;aavily guarded, and the
civilian population bhas bzen mowved away. %he seaplame base is Just
south of the Klaypeda herser. Fhe airfield at Kbsydekrug is located
2 miles southeast of the town.

| Part of the Klaypeda barbor serves as a submarine base. Operational
activity is probably sli@'@‘é » 8ince no submarines appear to be es83igned
bhere permanently. MNinefi:1ds have besn planted along ‘the seawvaxrd
approaches to mame&a,

Coastal defense guns are located on %hé shore noxrth of iﬂ.&m&a »
at the entrance to the Kw:land Lagoon but thelr mwber or disposition
is pot defimitely konowm. Anti-aireraft artillery is located ia the

Klaypeda vicinity. Some iotelligence reports speak of rocket launching

-23 -
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platforms al@:mg the ccasml 8trip betueen Klaypeda and Polopsa.
A grovp of away berrzacks end am adjacent parade grovwd exe located
Just northwest of Klaypeia. A high Larbed-wire fepce surrcvmds ths
G ' ars2. Am cld fort, the present status of waich ig not knmown, is
locetsd on the inmer meri:in of the northern tip of the Kurlend Spit..- ..
Ho information hes “een umcoversd regarding offshore or onshore
barpiers thet may have baen erected as Dart of the area’s defense
fortifications. Inlavd, the only men-made cbstacles to movement are
the mnltitude of brushwo:d fences thet crisscross the cultivated
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